December 2015 / January 2016

Commandant's Message
Greetings Marines,
A very busy November is behind us. Christmas and New Years are almost here! I wish all of you a
very Merry Christmas and a great start on 2016!
I am proud that our Detachment raised enough money this year through our fund raisers that we will
make the following donations this month:
$1000.00 to the Focus Marines
$1000.00 to the Marine Corps League Foundation
$1000.00 to the Semper Fi Fund
Each of these organizations were vetted and found to use only a small amount of the monies received
for overhead – all or almost all goes to help those who need it most.
In addition, we sent $450.00 to the St. James Veterans Home to “Adopt” the nine Marines living there
for Christmas. The staff will purchase items that these Marines need or want.
We also voted to spend $1000.00 on local charities. This $1000.00 will be shared by:
Share the Harvest
CADV (Citizens against Domestic Violence)
The Lamb House
The Hope House
Community for Christ.
Thanks to each of you that took a part in our fund raising activities – you helped make these donations
possible.
January 23rd we will once again travel to the Veterans Hospital in Columbia for Bingo with the Veterans
on the third floor (long term care). These men and women really enjoy the Marines spending time with
them. If you have not participated in this event, I encourage you to do so.
The Spring Department of Missouri Marine Corps League Conference will be held in St. Louis on
June 10-13 at the St. Louis City Center Hotel. I have the info and will get it to any of you that are
interested in attending.

At the MCL Department of Missouri Quarterly meeting on December 12th, I accepted the following
awards from the shooting match that was held in Jefferson City a few months ago:
High Pistol Team
High Pistol Individual Score (Charlie Morris)
I will present these awards at our January meeting. Congratulations to those who out shot the rest of
the Missouri teams.
As we approach the winter season, it's always possible for Ice/Snow to interfere with our scheduled
activities. If the weather is “wintery”, we will cancel or reschedule our activities if the Osage Schools
are closed due to inclement weather. This closing will be announced on local radio stations.
Calendar Items:
12-22 NO – Repeat NO December Officers Meeting
01-12-16 January Regular Monthly Meeting 1800
01-23-16 Bingo at the Columbia Veterans Hospital – Leave 1100 –return 1730
01-26-16 January Officers Meeting 1800
02-02-16 Supper/Game night 1800
02-09-16 February Regular Meeting 1800
02-23-16 February Officers Meeting

1800

Semper Fi,
Mike Procter
Commandant

FROM THE SENIOR VICE: JIM HARTWICK
Well Marines, another successful year for the Detachment. Our fundraisers have been, (as Trump
would say) . . . UUUGE! We have worked hard, played hard, and I think probably have made a
difference in the lives of those we help. I’m glad we gave a bundle of donations away at the end of the
year, right around Christmas time. That’s the time Marines and their families need help the most.
In the coming year, I would like to see us focus on sprucing up our HQ and grounds. There certainly is
nothing wrong in putting some funds into our “home”, make necessary improvements, and continue to
maintain our building as a place of pride.
I wish each of you and your families a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Semper Fi!
Jim Hartwick
Senior Vice Commandant

Junior Vice: Jeremy Kee
Greetings Devil Dogs,
One of the primary responsibilities of the Junior Vice Commandant position in the Marine
Corps League is to recruit and retain members. Compared to some other detachments I think
we do pretty well in this area but if you have any ideas, especially in the area of recruitment, let
me know.
Semper Fidelis,
Jeremy Kee

Marines leading the Lake Ozark Christmas
Parade!!!
Our Marines at St James Veterans Home w/
Colonel Godbey for Marine Corps Birthday

Happy 240 Years Marines!!!

Our Marines looking great for the Camdenton
Veterans Day Ceremony!!!!

Chaplain’s

Corner

Greetings, Leathernecks!
It was great to see everybody at the December meeting. Those of you who were unable to attend
were missed, as always. I was sorry to have missed everybody at the November meeting due to illness
—on the Marine Corps Birthday, of all things! I was with all of you in spirit, even though not
physically present. Happy belated birthday, Marines! OO-RAH!
As most of you probably know, we lost a fine Marine since the last edition of this newsletter.
Howard (Howie) Carlson, our beloved bugler, received his final orders, leaving behind an honorable
legacy of service to our grateful Nation, Marine Corps, and Marine Corps League. We are all better for
having known him. Well done, Marine! Godspeed; you are sorely missed.
Michelle Cartier continues to struggle as her condition deteriorates, but she is a fighter, and is in
good spirits despite all she is going through. She is an inspiration to us all. Let’s keep her in our
thoughts and prayers. She sends her love and Christmas greetings to all, and wishes she could come to
the meetings.
A special word of thanks to John and Rosie Losito, who go out of their way every month to
prepare a fine spread on our table for the meetings. They are nothing short of amazing! Also, a special
thank you goes out to Commandant Mike Procter for putting together another fine evening out for
dinner at Golden Corral and entertainment at the Main Street Music Hall. This is becoming a welcome
Christmas tradition that will hopefully continue for many years to come.
On a more somber note, it was brought up at the December meeting that the crosses had been
removed from the Chapel at the Veteran’s Administration Hospital in Columbia. This evidently weighs
heavily on the hearts of many veterans who fought to preserve our religious freedom. It sickens me, as
well. It is, indeed, a sad day when a less than honorable minority can impose their will over the wills of
honorable men and women because a spineless administration is afraid of “offending” someone. Such
actions are a direct affront to Christianity, which is fast becoming the norm in even our western society.
But take heart, Marines. Removing the symbol of the cross no more diminishes the meaning of
the great sacrifice Christ made for all mankind any more than burning “Old Glory” diminishes the
countless acts of heroism and sacrifice that have been made by fighting men and women who served
under her stars and stripes. Would the courage, honor, and commitment of all Marines past, present, and
future be diminished if, perchance, some antagonistic radical minority buffaloes some spineless
administration in the future into removing the Iwo Jima memorial because it “offends” them? Of course
not! “Semper Fidelis” is much more than an inscription on the Marine Corps Emblem; it is a motto, a
credo, a matter of the heart known only to those few, those proud who have earned the right to embrace
it. It is written in our souls, in the very fiber of our beings, just as the meaning of the cross of Calvary is
written in the very souls of all who embrace the Savior who gave His life as a ransom for many. The
only thing that is diminished is the honor of the “offended” who perpetrate these senseless acts of
censorship and disrespect, and that of the administrations and courts who cower to their demands.
Although our hearts may be broken by the removal of this symbol of the Christian faith, our honor—
and our spirits—are intact. Christ is still the King whose birth we celebrate this Christmas season, and
‘whosoever will’ may still come to a saving knowledge of Him through the precious blood He shed—
on the cross of Calvary.
Merry Christmas to all of you, and I pray that God in His goodness may grant you and yours all
good things in the coming year! Enjoy the holiday season with your friends and families. I’m looking
forward to seeing all of you in January!
Semper Fi,
Chaps out.

Adjutant's Corner
I thought all might like to see what our friends in DOD have awaiting those Americans who join any
military service after January 1, 2018. Are they in for a big surprise? You can bet your sweet bippy they
are.
They have devised a new retirement system that will reduce retired pay by 20% and substitute a lower
value savings match under a 401K system. As it stands now, the government provides 2.5% of the
highest 3 years’ average base pay for each year of service (50% at 20 years service: 75% at 30), the
new plan will provide 2% a year (40% at 20 and 60% at 30).
Thrift Savings Plan. (TSP) To help offset the lost retired pay, service members will be expected to
contribute part of their pay to a 401K type account.
Government TSP Contributions: DOD will then put 1% of the basic pay into the servicemen’s
account each year for two years. After two years, this jumps to 4%.
Lump-Sum retired pay option: Retirement eligible personnel would be able to take a portion of their
retired pay as a lump sum. The option will be to take 25% or 50% of the total retired pay they would
draw between their retirement date and age 67.
Any of you see the issues here? DOD expects it will save the government 10 billion dollars the first 10
years after it goes into effect. The lure of the lump sum check will result in the retirees giving up a large
portion of the retired pay they earned. Much of it will be lost through poor investments and failed
businesses bought with this money.
Why is DOD putting this program forward? The article I read did not say, but in my opinion it will
enable DOD to buy more new toys. Congress won’t fund new weapons unless DOD can show savings,
so they have turned to the individual serviceman to achieve the savings. Plans like this have been tried
in the past, and the negative impact on recruiting caused them to be canceled. This one may suffer the
same fate.
Carl Hubbell

Adjutant

The Auxiliary wrote a special message in Christmas cards for all the veterans at the VA
hospital in Columbia and all residents at the Veteran's Home in St. James. The cards were
donated to the Auxiliary by Irene Spindler, a local insurance broker.
Our Auxiliary is open for membership to all female relatives of Marines or FMF Corpsmen over
the age of 16, or any female who wants to join as an associate member. We could use your
help in supporting our Marines and community.
Lynda Hartwick
President
Marine Corps League Auxiliary, Lake of the Ozarks

Notice
Officer Elections for Detachment 1137 will be held at our March meeting on 03-08-16.
If anyone is interested in an officer position, please notify one of the current officers.
The elected positions are:
Commandant
Senior Vice-Commandant
Junior Vice-Commandant
Judge Advocate
Adjutant
Paymaster

Howard “Howie” Carlson, you are missed!!!!

